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LESSON

0 Two Stages of Learning Vocabulary
[FrRK]

ORDEX ZFHH, HEDEWVICEZ LI, [25 53]
(A) Do babies understand what we’re saying? It’s often difficult
to tell. But sometimes we can see, (;,( react / way / they / the / from ),

that they do know what a word is referring to. I once did (,ya little
experiment to show this, using my son Steven when he was about a year
old. I sat him on the floor surrounded by some toys, including a toy
bus, a ball, and a *teddy bear. He wasn’t paying them any special
attention. But when I asked him, “Where’s your ball?” he looked at it
straight away and stretched out his hands for it. Then after he’d played
with it for a while, I said, “Where’s your teddy?” and he looked around
for that. After another little while I said “Where’s your bus?”’ This time
he didn’t make any movement.

(B) Steven seemed to know the words “ball” and “teddy,” but not
“bus.” Of course he might have known “bus” too, and just didn’t
*bother looking for that toy. Maybe he was getting bored with the
game. Or maybe he was thinking: “I’'m fed up with being the (3Subject
of an experiment. I want my dinner!” But he gave *definite signs that
he understood the other two words.

(C) People who study children’s language spend a lot of time
watching how babies react to the speech they hear around them.
T hey make films of adults and babies *interacting, and examine them

very carefully to see whether the babies show any signs of
understanding what the adults say. Sometimes the signs are very
*subtle — slight movements of the baby’s eyes or the head or the hands.
You’d never notice them if you were just sitting with the child, but by
watching a recording over and over you can spot them.

(D) I felt he knew about a dozen. He certainly knew “mummy”
and “daddy,” as well as “ball,” “teddy,” “drink,” and a few other names
of things. He could also link some words with the activities they related
to. He knew that if he knocked over a pile of *bricks, someone was
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likely to say “down.” And he knew that after all the food in a bowl was
finished, he would hear “all gone.” Some of these words he seemed to
recognize very early on, from around six months of age.

(E) The words in a language are called its 5yyocabulary. Steven
was beginning to learn the vocabulary of English. Notice that he was
doing this in two stages. The first stage was to understand some of the
words he heard being used around him. But at 12 months he hadn’t yet
learned how to say any of them for himself. When people actively use
words themselves, we say they have an active vocabulary. When they
understand words but don’t actually use them, we say they have a
passive vocabulary. At 12 months, Steven had a passive vocabulary of a
dozen words, and an active vocabulary of none.

(F) But that was about to change. A week or so after that little
experiment, he produced his first word. His parents were delighted.
They’d been waiting breathlessly. Was it going to be “mummy” or
“daddy”?

It was neither. It was “all gone.” (530 &

teddy bear : 7 v Dd {5 A&  bother doing - b EH E~F % definite 1 W%
interact : 5MdH D  subtle : T2k, B brick ¢ (E)(BLH D) HAK

B FREOD () NOSEZERIEDS X ) IZE_DPR e SV,

B2 FREQ)OER,SEEN DI LidMh. (A) IZIXEFR R K
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B3 TH#EB(3) o subject L LEKTHOA TV SDET~Zh 5 12D
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7. English is one of her favorite subjects.
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. The teacher told us the subject and the verb of the long,

difficult sentence.
Five subjects were gathered in the laboratory to take the test.

. She is French by birth and a British subject by marriage.

il 4 _ THEB@WIZOoNT, MEEZEFIOII G 2T AHMBE LTHEDE
PWrobNe T~ 1 DBUHREN,

7.

It allows them to watch children’s behavior in the most
natural way.

. By watching their films repeatedly, they can spot slight

movements babies make when they understand what adults
say.

Films are more effective than pictures to remember the faces
of babies with whom they interact.

Films are easy to share with other scientists who study
children’s language.

5 THEEOGICo>WT, 2HEICHES NS vocabulary (FEiE) 09 b,
passive vocabulary & i ED X ) b Dho 35~ 40 FDHAFETH
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Bl6 ROLEARILHPD(A)~F)DEDFBIZAND DI R DEDH, L5
TEHZRE W,
How many words did Steven know by the time he was 12 months?

7 AXLOABRLEEIDDET~FHS12OBUR S,

7.

LESSON 1

The writer of this passage conducted a little experiment using
a few babies including his own son.

. Steven, the writer’s son, knew about a dozen words six

months after he was born.
Babies understand about one-sixth of what their parents say
when they are six months old.

I. Steven’s parents had been expecting his first active word

%

would be either “mummy” or “daddy.”

When people understand words they hear or read but cannot
use them by themselves, we say they have an active
vocabulary.

LESSON 1

9



