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“You have to try different things,” he said. We went to one of those
restaurants with an aquarium or fish tank very close to the door. The door
opened, and one of the guys inside, all (1) (dress) in white with an army-
style haircut very short, shouted something like rasshai (welcome, come in).

5 We were shown to a table and sat down. Then the waiter came with two
nets. One for me and one for Yoshitaka.

What would the nets be for? Are there mosquitoes in this place? I
wondered. (2 It was a mystery. The waiter showed us to the little
aquarium. Yoshitaka was very experienced. He looked for a while, and

0 very soon @3ymade a choice. The fish tried to jump out of the net but

could not escape. Very soon it became sashimi. Now it was my turn.
Yoshitaka had gone back to the table. I was @ (leave) alone with the
waiter.
“Choose one,” he told me. I looked more carefully and this little gray
15 fish caught my attention. At first I did not like the idea of seeing my
dinner (5) (swim) one moment and (5 (lie) on my plate the next. But,
I thought, this meal is free, and I have to gain as much experience as
possible while I am in Japan. It did look delicious. It got closer to the
glass and started to look at me. I tried to catch it with the net, but it
20 managed to escape the first time, and the second. The waiter was clapping
his hands beside me. “Once more, once more. Try a bigger one.” The
little gray fish was still looking at me.
Those eyes seemed to say, “Please don’t eat me.” When I went back to
the table, my friend Yoshitaka asked if I had already ordered. “Yes!” I
25 answered. His dinner arrived first. On my friend’s plate, little slices of
fish were still moving.
“I like fresh fish.” he said and began to eat happily. Then the waiter

[4]

came with my order: soup, two eggs, and a bowl of white rice.
“Are you sure this is what you want?”  Yoshitaka asked, a bit

0 (7) (surprise). “Yes! I feel like eating only this,” I said, while drinking the

35

soup and pouring mayonnaise on the rice.

Yoshitaka was very surprised when it was time to leave, because the
waiter brought me the little gray fish swimming happily in a not-so-little
plastic bag.

Now he still swims very nicely in a small aquarium in my room. His

name is Mac.
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