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[ER] (406 words

The deepening of
interdependence among nations

Since the late 1970s, the world has increasingly become
interdependent in several ways. First of all, the amount and
speed of economic exchange between different nations has
increased dramatically. This has created a global economy where
trade and finances are ever expanding. Secondly, technological
advances in communication have fundamentally changed the way
we interact with the rest of the world. @wMutual exchange

between different societies and cultures has increased to the

extent that we tend to feel as if we were living in one global

10 village. Finally, the progress in transportation has enabled more

15

20
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and more people to visit other countries and regions. For many
living in developed nations, traveling abroad is no longer a
luxury to enjoy.

It is important to note that the deepening of interdependence
among nations has created not only common values and interests
but also common problems. Today, many problems do not respect
national borders. Against this background, a new term has been
made: Global Issues. Indeed, when viewed more broadly, the
term Global Issues is more than just a catchphrase, but a shift in
*perspective.

Basically, there are two different views on Global Issues.
*Optimists tend to believe that we will overcome the current
problems with future progress in science and technology, coupled
with increased international cooperation among countries.
Thus, for them there is wyhope for our future. On the other
hand, for *pessimists, the picture looks very different. Such

issues as global warming, food shortages, and natural disasters

have forced pessimists to argue that (oif it were not for

8 ®£ 1R

fundamental shifts in our way of thinking, the fate of our planet

would be quite dark. In contrast to the optimists’ view, pessimists 30

believe that global issues are so serious that we must
fundamentally change our current lifestyle.

It is up to each person to decide his / her perspective of Global
Issues. But, from the historical point of view, one thing I can

assure you is that the rising attention to Global Issues represents 35

@wa_paradox. The existence of Global Issues itself requires a
fundamental change in a traditional perspective. On the other

" hand, we cannot solve these issues without looking back on our

past experience. The term Global Issues seems to indicate the

importance of rediscovering the valuable lessons of the past in 40

order to cope with these newly emerging problems. If we do
this, the future of our planet, and indeed all our fellow
inhabitants, will be secured.
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